220                           COCK-FIGHTING
often, I am told, carrying off the skull-cap from the children's heads, and the women's pieces of calico or muslin from their laps when seated in the open air at work.
Many of the Natives are strongly attached to the brutal practice of cock-fighting ; they are very choice in their breed of that gallant bird, and pride themselves on possessing the finest specimens in the world. The gay young men expend much money in these low contests : the birds are fought with or without artificial spurs, according to the views of the contending parties.1 They have also a small bird which they call 6 the buttaire %2 a species of quail, which I hear are most valiant combatants ; they are fed and trained for sport: with much care and attention. I am told these poor little birds, when once brought to the contest, fight until they die. Many are the victims sacrificed to one morning's amusement of their cruel owners, who wager upon the favourite bird with a spirit; and interest equal to that which may be found in more polished countries among the gentlemen of the turf.
Horse-racing has very lately been introduced at Lucknow, but I fancy the Natives have not yet acquired sufficient taste for the sport to take any great delight in it. As long as it is fashionable with European society, so long it may be viewed with comparative interest by the few. But their views of the breed and utility of a stud differ so much from those of a European, that there is but little probability of the sport of horse-racing ever becoming a favourite amusement with them/1 When they are disposed to hunt, it is always on elephants, both for security and to save fatigue.
A horse of the finest temper, form, or breed, one that; would be counted the most perfect animal by an English connoisseur, would be rejected by a Native if it possessed the slightest mark by them deemed ' unfortunate'. If the legs are not all of
1  A curious relic of the custom of cock-lighting at Lucknow .survives in the picture by Zoffany of tho famous match between (ho Nawah Asaf-ud-daula and Col. Mordatmt iu 178<>.   The figures in the picturr are portraits of the celebrities at the Court of Oudh, whose naini's arc given by Smith, Catalogue oj British Mezzotint Portraits, i. -a3.
2  Bater, Coturnix cowniunis.
8 Lucknow is now an important racing centre, and tho Civil Service Cup for ponies has been won several times by native gentlemen.